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Thursday 18th July, 2024

Dear Parents,

A very warm welcome to Year 2 and your child’s final year in Key Stage One! 

We are looking forward to you and your child experiencing a thoroughly enjoyable and successful year and would like to share some information which we hope you will find useful and is specific to Year 2. 

The partnership between home and school is invaluable to us and we look forward to working with you and your continued support.  

Please use the QR code below to access our class page in September.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Warmest regards,

Miss Nicklin			Miss Redfern

Year 2 Teachers

Mrs Heer
KS1 Lead
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Beginning of the day

To make a prompt and productive start to our school day Year Two children will come straight into their classrooms from 8:50. Class teachers will be there to welcome the children. They will be able to put their things away and get ready to make a start to their learning at nine o’clock. 

Collecting your child

In Year 2 the children leave school at 3.30pm. Parents are asked to wait in the enclosed green fenced area at the end of the day where the children can be collected.

Phonics / No Nonsense Spelling

In Year 2 this year we will teach phonics initially to consolidate the work done in Year 1.  The focus will then move onto learning the spelling patterns in English and learning the rules for adding suffixes to words.  This will be taught daily to the whole class.  We will continue to use phonics skills to help us to read and spell.  

Reading

During this year, as in Year 1, your child will read individually and as part of a group (Guided Reading sessions). 

They will continue to receive decodable and ‘Share a Story’ books weekly. When it is deemed appropriate by the class teacher, your child will progress on to the Accelerated Reader scheme. To establish the range of books that they should read, your child will complete a STAR assessment. The children then read books within their reading range known as their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), quizzing at the end of each book to show their understanding.  
All children have access to Chromebooks / tablets to enable them to take an AR quiz within 24 hours of completing the book. Children may have the book in front of them for quizzing. AR is set up so that children can only access quizzes during the school day to ensure that this can be monitored effectively. 
In a quiz, a score of 80% and above suggests that the child has a good understanding of the book they have read. A score below 70% indicates that the child does not yet have a competent understanding of the text. Conversations between the class teacher and the child help to guide the child in their book choices.
Please note, teacher comments will be written in their own record book and these may not necessarily be written in your child’s reading record.  We ask that your child reads at least five times a week at home as this will ensure that your child makes good progress in their reading. Good practice is for children to read a book four separate times; children are very welcome to read their own books from home too.  Please encourage them to read as much as possible!  We would be grateful if you could record this in his/her reading record.  Please ensure that children have their school reading books available in their book bag when at school so that staff can hear them read at any time.

The benefits include:
· Improves reading fluency, speed and expression.
· Improves skill of working out unfamiliar words.
· Improves spelling, through seeing words frequently.
· Improves punctuation: children notice it when they read with expression.
· Gives ideas for their own stories.
· Increases vocabulary/knowledge of words.

Some reading ideas:
· Prediction – encourage your child to predict what they think will happen in the story before they attempt to read the book.
· Language/Memory - ask your child to retell the story in their own words.
· Observation – looking for words with a specific blend or sound in the book.
· Comprehension – asking questions about a text for your child to show where they can find the answer.
· Working out words – encourage your child to work out difficult words by breaking the word down into sounds or syllables.

Homework

All homework will be available through Google classroom. Your child will have their log in in the front of their reading record book.

Your child will have a weekly spelling test. Spellings are given to your child on Friday and the test is a week later. If your child is absent on a Friday, they will need to obtain the spelling list as soon as they return to school. Again, spellings will be found on Google classroom. The spellings are linked to their phonics/ spelling lessons throughout the week and words will also be given from the Year 2 Spelling List from the National Curriculum.

The most common method for spelling words is the Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check method. We will also encourage your child to write the words in sentences including capital letters and full stops. 

We may also send home maths activities for your child to complete at home which are aimed at consolidating your child’s learning that week. Additionally, we will begin to set short homework tasks on SPAG.com and maths.co.uk. Again, links to these will be found on Google classroom. 

Please refer to the homework policy on our website.

Physical Education
Our PE days are:
	
	Outdoor
	Indoor

	Miss Nicklin
	Thursday
	Friday

	Miss Redfern
	Monday
	Friday



Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school at all times and that children with pierced ears can remove their own earrings for PE sessions or do not wear them for school on PE days.  Long hair must also be tied back for safety reasons. Please refer to the PE policy on the school website. PE kits remain in school for the half term although they will be returned to be washed if required during that time.
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