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Parental guide to electronic equipment in school 
Children are allowed to wear watches and fitbits, that measure the number of steps walked, in 
school.  
 
There is equipment that we do not allow in school, including 

• Mobile telephones. 

• Smart Watches 

• Any GPS or similar device that transmits a location. 

• Items that can record pictures and/or sound. 

• Items that can send and receive data and information. 
Children found with any of these in school will have them confiscated. They will be returned to 
parents when parents are able to come and collect them.  
 
We do not allow the above equipment in school due to the following reasons. 

• They may cause a distraction to teaching and learning.  

• Safeguarding and child protection, as the equipment could be used to bully other children 
through recording or messaging.  

• Peer pressure. Children may feel the need to keep up with the newest equipment that a 
friend is bringing into school and put pressure on parents to buy a new phone. 

• Damage or theft to property. We would not be able to guarantee the safety of the 
equipment or have the time to investigate any problems. Devices such as phones are small, 
portable and desirable and easily attract a lot of attention.  

• To give children a time to switch off from social media and to enjoy being a child. To help 
them develop social skills on the playground that don’t involve screen time.  

• We have received phone calls in the past from parents of children that have ‘smuggled’ in 
GPS devices when the software has glitched and parents think children are out of school. We 
do not have the capacity to manage phone calls for hundreds of these devices in school from 
parents tracking locations. 

 
Some parents have asked if their child can bring a phone to school to help ensure safety when the 
child is walking too or from school on their own and not use the phone in school. We do not allow 
this due to  

• The reasons listed above, particularly the distractions in class and the damage or theft.  

• Some local smaller primary schools may allow children to store phones in the school office 
for the day. We do not have the capacity in school to safely store the hundreds of phones for 
our older children that may walk short distances on their own. 

• Carrying a phone does not make a child safe and may induce a false sense of security, they 
are also easily able to distract children when crossing roads and therefore potentially 
increase risk at certain times. We encourage children to keep safe in other ways, for 
example through our PSHE lessons. Children are taught about the awareness of dangerous 
situations and how to stay safe, for example by returning to school.  

 
Some children may start the day in one house and be dropped off by one parent and picked up by 
another parent to go home to a different house.  

• Children that have parents living in two different houses and are going home to a different 
house at 3.30pm are allowed to bring equipment into school to help with this. We happily 
support children in this situation with ‘overnight bags’ coming to school with favourite 
teddies, toys and phones on certain days. Please speak to Mr. Averis or Mrs. Carvell if this is 
the case with your family arrangements, so we can help.  

Thank you for your support. 
Mr. Averis 


