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St Johns C of E Geography
The National Curriculum objectives are used to ensure we plan a comprehensive and engaging Geography curriculum. To further help, Cornerstones materials are used by staff to help guide their lesson planning with such projects as ‘Frozen Kingdoms’ (Upper KS2), ‘Misty Mountain Winding River’ (Lower KS2), ‘Coastline’ (KS1) and ‘Sunshine and Sunflowers’ (EYFS). Geography is taught through our Curriculum 22 projects and using the National Curriculum objectives.
What is Geography? 
Geography is the study of real places and of how the people living there are influenced by, and affect, the environment of those places. Geography explores the relationship between the Earth and its people along with the character of places. Geography studies the location of the physical and human features of the Earth and the processes, systems and interrelations that create and influence them.

Aim 
At St Johns C of E Primary, we aim to bring learning to life by providing high quality teaching and inspirational learning activities which link to all areas of the curriculum. Through our Curriculum 22 termly projects, we want children to engage, develop, innovate and allow themselves to express their ideas through a range of activities.
Developing an in-depth understanding of people and places, and of the need to live in balance with an increasingly fragile environment which is more important than ever in today’s world.

Broad Aims of Geography 
· Promote in children an interest and develop understanding that will enable them to be engaged with Geography. 
· Enable children to appreciate how things have changed over time.
· Have some knowledge and understanding of geographical development in the wider world.
· To help children understand geography and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of responsibility.
· Develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation and presentation.

Aims of Geography 
· To study the location of places 
· To look at physical systems 
· To explore human and physical processes and patterns 
· To develop a sense of place 
· To explore the relationships between people and their environment 
· To look at changes to places, spaces and the environment and the consequence of these changes 
· To appreciate cultural and economic diversity 
· To investigate issues and concerns 
· To develop enquiry skills 
How do we implement this at St John’s?
· Links to other subjects.
· Development of skills and responsibility.
· Fieldwork opportunities.
· Adapted to a local context.
· Skills taught through the National curriculum.
· Inclusion.

What impact does this have on our children?
· Through planning: objectives set and assessment identified.
· Post learning assessment tool.
· Assessment tool grid.
· Vocabulary used.


Principles of the Teaching and Learning of Geography 
The teaching of Geography encompasses the acquisition of four key areas of learning: 
· Place knowledge 
· Locational knowledge 
· Human and Physical geography 
· Geographical skills and field work 

Children are given the opportunity to do Geography homework with suggested project activities sent home at the beginning of each half term. 
An understanding of Geography is essential to our understanding of the world, the skills and knowledge of Geography have a wide application in everyday life.  Geographical fieldwork and investigations provide important opportunities for working in teams and developing individual responsibility. 
Due to its focus on places and environments in different parts of the world, and on issues which arise about how these are changing, Geography provides a unique vehicle for environmental education; citizenship and learning about other cultures. It provides cross curricular links to spiritual and moral education.
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