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This policy is to be used in conjunction with all other policies at St. John’s C. of E. Primary School and Nursery

1) Why do we have homework?

In order for children to achieve their full potential, St. John’s work hard to maintain positive relationships between home and school. One of the ways that these positive links are maintained, is through giving children opportunities to work at home. 

The benefits of this include - 
· Parents and carers becoming aware of what children are learning in school.
· Children celebrating their learning with their family and their teachers, recognising that the responsibility of learning is a shared one between school and home. 
· Children developing and strengthening their understanding of what they are learning in school by explaining it to someone else.

The completion of homework is strongly encouraged to help children maximise their potential. 

Children that complete their homework will develop skills such as time keeping, values such as responsibility and self-worth that will help them as they get older, move through secondary school and into adult life and are given increasing responsibilities.

Children that complete homework will receive praise and will have their work recognised by the teacher.

2) How can parents and carers help their children with homework?

When working at home, parents and carers are encouraged to help children by –
 
· Providing a suitable environment with limited distractions.
· Organising a regular time for the homework to done. This may work better if 
· It isn’t just before bedtime when your child may be tired
· There is time for a reward or treat afterwards
· The adult is able to provide support if needed and isn’t busy themselves. 
· Listening to their children and encouraging him/her to explain the work themselves and asking questions about what they are learning. 
· Praising their child for completing the work.
· Not worrying or getting anxious about every mistake and understanding that making a mistake is the first stage in learning. Children’s work isn’t expected to be perfect and 100% correct. Think back to when your child was learning to walk, they fell over many times and you encouraged them to try again with smiles and giggles.
· Taking a break if the homework creates frustration and anxiety - come back to it when ready and then enjoy the reward once completed.
· Speak to the class teacher about any problems and advice on how to help at home. 


3) How much homework, and what type of homework, will my child be set?

Children will have different amounts of homework depending on how old they are. The table in Appendix 1 shows how much and what type of homework your child will get as they move through school from nursery to year 6. 

Children will have regular opportunities to complete their homework using google classrooms. Every child has a username and password which allows them to access their personal online classroom at home and in school. These can be found in their Reading Record. 

Teachers will share with families when their homework will be given to children and when they need to complete it by. Children will normally have at least a week to complete a piece of homework. 

→Individual class homework schedules will be communicated in several ways:

· The class page on the school web site. www.stjohnsbelper.co.uk/class-pages-1/
· Google Classroom
· Letters home, for example a welcome to the class letter at the beginning of the year in September. 
· Instructions from the teacher in lessons. As children get older and we prepare them for secondary school children will be told what they need to do. 




Appendix 1

	Year
	Time
	Maths
	Spellings
	Grammar & Punctuation
	Reading
	Other

	EYFS
	Daily
10 mins
	Targets
	
	
	Phonics Book
Choosing Book
	Phonics/
Maths Sheets

	1
	Daily
10 mins
	All classes send work to address
misconceptions 
(as required) 
	
	none
	≥ 5x per week, signed/initialled at home
 
Reading record weekly check

Reading rewards
	

	2
	Daily
10 mins
	TT Rockstars

Maths.co.uk (from Autumn 2)
	Autumn 1: Revision of phase 5 alternative spellings.  Autumn 2 onwards: No Nonsense.
	SPaG.com 
(from Spring Term)
	
	

	3
	A minimum of 5 times a week of about 15 minutes a day
	Maths.co.uk
&
TT Rockstars
	No-nonsense spelling
Statutory Spelling List (10)
	SPaG.com 
	
	

	4
	A minimum of 5 times a week of about 20 minutes a day
	Maths.co.uk 
or 
Y4 sheet on 
Google Classroom
& 
TT Rockstars
	No-nonsense spelling
Statutory Spelling List (10)
	
	
	

	5
	A minimum of 5 times a week of about 20 minutes a day
	Maths.co.uk 
or 
Y5 sheet on 
Google Classroom
& 
TT Rockstars
	No-nonsense spelling
Statutory Spelling List (15)
	
	
	

	6
	A minimum of 5 times a week of about 30 minutes a day
	Maths.co.uk 
or 
Y6 sheet/arithmetic on 
Google Classroom
&
TT Rockstars 
	No-nonsense spelling
Statutory Spelling List (20)
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