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	Admission of children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities 

As a Local Authority School, all admissions are dealt with by the Local Authority. Our website, under the ‘About Us’ tab, provides information about how to apply for a place at St. John’s.

Accessibility

We ensure that: 
· children with disabilities can participate fully in the curriculum 
· we continue to evaluate and review access to the physical environment to enable pupils to take part in all aspects of school life 
· we continue to ensure all pupils have access to information in a relevant format to meet their needs 

For more information, please see the accessibility plan, available in the ‘Policies and Paperwork’ section of the St. John’s website.


Equality and Provision for Children with a Disability 

In accordance with the Equality Act (2010) and reflecting international human rights standards, we will adapt provision for disabled children by making reasonable adjustments in order to ensure equality of opportunities to all. For further information please refer to our Equality Policy on our website in the ‘Policies and Paperwork’ section.
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This SEND Information report provides information regarding SEND identification, provision and support at St. John’s Church of England Primary School and should be used in conjunction with the school’s SEND Policy.  At St. John’s, we follow the principals underlying the SEN Code of Practice (2015) when carrying out our duties toward all pupils with special educational needs.








 
[bookmark: First_heading]Aims

This Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) information report details how St. John’s Church of England Primary School and Nursery will do its best to meet the needs of any pupil who has special educational needs or disabilities.  The school will strive to identify and provide the necessary support for those pupils who have additional needs.  This will allow pupils with SEND to make good progress, be fully included in all activities and develop into unique, confident and happy children, in accordance with the St. John’s vision.


[bookmark: Second_heading]Admission of children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities 

As a Local Authority School, all admissions are dealt with by the Local Authority. Our website, under the ‘About Us’ tab, provides information about how to apply for a place at St. John’s.

Accessibility

We ensure that: 
· children with disabilities can participate fully in the curriculum 
· we continue to evaluate and review access to the physical environment to enable pupils to take part in all aspects of school life 
· we continue to ensure all pupils have access to information in a relevant format to meet their needs 

For more information, please see the accessibility plan, available in the ‘Policies and Paperwork’ section of the St. John’s website.


Equality and Provision for Children with a Disability 

In accordance with the Equality Act (2010) and reflecting international human rights standards, we will adapt provision for disabled children by making reasonable adjustments in order to ensure equality of opportunities to all. For further information please refer to our Equality Policy on our website in the ‘Policies and Paperwork’ section.


The Special Educational Needs coordinator

The SEND Co-ordinator is Miss Lucy Bennett.

The SENDCo has day-to-day responsibility for the operation of SEN policy and coordinating of specific provision made to support individual pupils with SEN, including those who have EHC plans, working closely with staff, parents and carers, and other agencies.

The link SEND governor is Ms Rachel Kenning.

[bookmark: Third_heading]Derbyshire Local Offer

Derbyshire County Council publish a Local Offer setting out the support available for local children and young people with special educational needs (SEN) or disabilities.  It is available at: http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/

[bookmark: Fourth_heading]
Identification and Assessment 

Early identification of pupils with SEN is important at St. John’s School in order to meet the needs of those with SEN.  We believe identifying need at the earliest point and then making effective provision improves long-term outcomes for the child or young person. 

We use a variety of approaches to identify pupils with SEN, including:

· Transition information passed on from nursery/early years/previous schools
· Concerns raised by parents/ carers and class teachers
· EYFS (FS2) baseline assessments
· Pupil progress data
· End of Key Stage results
· Formal assessments (e.g. BPVS, WRIT/WRAT, Boxall Profile)
· SEN checklists
· School monitoring forms
· Observation
· Referral to outside agencies when appropriate

Pupils identified with a special educational need will be placed on the school’s SEN register and have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) (where relevant).  The IEP has a number of personalised targets for the child, and details of the resources and techniques that will be used.  It will be reviewed at least three times a year.

For pupils with more complex learning and medical needs, it may be appropriate to request an Education and Health Care (EHC) needs assessment.  The EHC needs assessment facilitator will work with the family and professionals to co-ordinate the EHC plan, which will list the type of resources and support that the child will need. For pupils with an EHC Plan, there will be an annual review including the child, their family, the school and any other professionals involved in their care.

[bookmark: Fifth_heading]Support for Pupils with SEND

Provision for children with Special Educational Needs and disabilities is a whole school responsibility. The Governing Body, Head Teacher (Mr Averis), SENDCo (Lucy Bennett) and all other members of staff have responsibility for supporting pupils with SEND.  In accordance with the SEN Code of Practice:

All teachers are teachers of children with special educational needs.

Teachers at St. John’s School set high expectations for every pupil, whatever their background and prior attainment.

Help for children with special educational needs is made by a step-by-step or ‘graduated approach’. The graduated approach involves a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessing (Assess, Plan, Do, Review).  For those identified as having special educational needs, lessons will be planned to address potential areas of difficulty and remove barriers.






St. John’s provides support for pupils across the four areas of need, as laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 2015:

· Communication and Interaction
· Cognition and Learning
· Social, emotional and mental health difficulties
· Sensory and/or physical needs

Special educational needs could mean that a child has difficulties with:

· All of the work in school
· Specific problems with reading, writing, number work or understanding information
· Expressing themselves or understanding what others are saying
· Making friends or relating to adults
· Behaving appropriately in school
· Organising themselves; or
· Some kind of sensory or physical needs which may affect them in school.

We use a variety of strategies to provide support for pupils with SEND, including:
· Quality-first teaching by class teachers with appropriate, targeted differentiation in place, according to individual pupil need.
· Additional adult support in the classroom where appropriate, to complement the work of the teacher.
· Personalised provision where appropriate through targeted, time-limited interventions (small group or individual).
· Personalised provision through adapted curriculum/ resources/ learning environment where necessary.
Interventions available to support pupils with SEND include:

· Precision teaching
· Booster phonics groups
· Read, Write Inc intervention groups
· Fresh Start
· Speed-Up handwriting programme
· Positive Play
· Physical Literacy 
· Write Dance 
· Sensory Circuits 

Where necessary, further advice/ expertise will be sought from outside agencies such as:

· Educational Psychology Service
· Speech and Language Therapy Service
· Inclusion Support Advisory Service
· Engagement Team
· Occupational Therapy Service
· Sensory and Physical Support Service
· Community Paediatricians
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
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Evaluating provision

Provision is regularly evaluated to ensure that the most effective support is provided to our pupils.  The effectiveness of SEN provision will be measured using both qualitative and quantitative data. Qualitative data will gather the views of parents and pupils on how successful the provision has been in enabling them to attain their outcomes. Quantitative data will examine both progress and attainment levels compared to those achieved nationally for pupils with the same level prior learning level.
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Involving parents and pupils

Children and young people with special educational needs often have a unique knowledge of their own needs and therefore the school will endeavour to provide young people with a greater choice and control over their support.

Partnership with parents is vital to enable children and young people with SEN to achieve their potential.  All parents of children with special educational needs will be treated as partners and supported to play an active and valued role in their children’s education.

Parent have regular opportunities to be involved in reviewing the support provided for their child through:

· Parent consultation evenings
· SEND Parental surveys
· Annual reviews for pupils who receive additional funding 
· Informal conversations with class teachers

[bookmark: Eighth_heading]Parents – what to do if you have concerns/worries

If you think your child may have a special educational need that has not been identified, you should talk to your child’s class teacher. You will be able to talk over your concerns and find out what the school thinks. The SENCO will be able to explain what happens next.

[bookmark: Ninth_heading]Complaints procedure

We will try as best we can to provide a suitable and appropriate education for each child with regard to their age, aptitude and ability.  We cannot, however, claim to be perfect and parents may feel the need to pass critical comment.  If issues cannot be resolved informally, they should be directed to the Head Teacher, who will inform the parents of their statutory rights if matters remain unresolved.

[bookmark: Tenth_heading]Further Information

For further information, please see:

· The school SENDCo (Miss L Bennett, from 1.9.25 this will be Mrs. Kerr)
· Derbyshire County Council’s ‘Local Offer’ http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/
· St. John’s SEND Policy 
· St. John’s Accessibility Plan
· St. John’s Medical Policy 
· St. John’s Equality Policy
· Derbyshire Information, Advice and Support Service for SEND (DIASS) http://www.derbyshireiass.co.uk/ 
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